Luke 10:39 “She had a sister named Mary, which also sat at Jesus feet and heard his word.”
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“BUT WHAT IE?”

1 Corinthians 15:14 CEV “And if Christ wasn’t raised to life, our message is worthless,
and so is your faith.” Verse 19 “If our hope in Christ is good only for this life, we are
worse off than anyone else.”

Verse 20 “But Christ has been raised to life! And he makes certain that others will also be
raised to life.”

Many people object and fight against the Bible and Believers, especially the ones who
believe in the New Testament. Some say Jesus was such a good man, but only a man!
They make their opinions known through vocal expressions, putting down the beliefs of
others while loudly expressing their own, and condemning any who would try to disagree
with them!

While | agree with free will to choose what others will believe in, I am appalled that as
Christians, we seem to see more and more restrictions on our freedom of speech and
choice of religious beliefs. But what if our beliefs became illegal, would that really
eliminate who and what we believe?

Countless Countries and rulers have been doing just that for Ages, yet the Church still
survives and thrives, even in the midst of torture, oppression and death to Believers. But
what if some day, our beliefs prove to be wrong? Who has been actually or irretrievably
injured by the majority of Christians? While there have always been some fanatics in the
Church, as there are in most organizations of religion, Christians for the most part, have
made valuable contributions to society. Most are honest, loyal, hardworking and
generous.

But what if after death, there is no Heaven or Hell? Didn’t the Christians live a more
satisfying life? Didn’t they have a more peaceful attitude and no bad conscience to
torment them at night? Wasn’t their reputation of how they treated others an example of
law abiding citizens? Wasn’t their hope in Heaven a buoy in any troubled waters of life?

But what if it were the good wise people who really did believe in God and Christ who
wrote down laws and rules for a better way of life? If this was done for the good of their
cultures and communities, holding people accountable to each other, didn’t that create a
safer environment for all people?



But what if God did not exist? But what if Jesus were not the Anointed Christ/ Messiah
many had expected? But what if God was not the Creator of all? What a wonderful thing
someone, somewhere in ancient history, found that something within men made them
want to live in peace and harmony with his neighbor! Look at all man has already
accomplished! But what if God is real? What if the influence for the good of mankind
comes from Him? But what if man really does have a sin nature and chooses to ignore or
defy God? But what if there really is a Heaven and Hell?

But what if God who is Holy, says “enough is enough” and decides to destroy all who
refuse to believe in Him? And what if He decides to choose one family to re-inhabit the
earth? Would you be there? Think about the alternative!

But what if the Bible is actually and totally true? What if it were written by men who
were inspired by the Holy Spirit, men who honored God by obeying Him and recording
His Words as instruction and inspiration for us? What if all He said is true and a
worldwide flood did occur? Evidence of that event is found on every mountain top in
every country all over the earth! But what if this really was a punishment for man’s sins?

But what if, as many people believe, that God really has what Christians call the
“Rapture”, where not all people will die, but be changed instantly as they are caught up to
Heaven? Sounds crazy to many, but what if it is true?!!

But what if the Bible predicts a fiery finish for this earth? How then, will that affect
you? What if Heaven and Hell are real locations and after death, one or the other will of
them will be your future destination? BUT WHAT IF YOU CHOOSE TO IGNORE
THAT POSSIBLY? Someday you will not have to ask, but will know for sure!

1 Cor.15:51- 52 CEV “I will explain a mystery to you. Not every one of us will die, but
we will be changed. It will happen suddenly, quicker than the blink of an eye. At the
sound of the last trumpet the dead will be raised. We will all be changed, so that we will
never die again. Verses 57-58 “But thank God for letting our Lord Jesus Christ give us
the victory! My dear friends stand firm and don’t be shaken. Always keep busy working
for the Lord. You know everything you do for Him is worthwhile!”

With every New Year, we pause and reflect on what has been good and effective for us,
and what has caused us hurt, confusion, dismay or misery in some way! Whatever is
within our own power to change, we need to make an effort to do so. Some things are
beyond our control and may not be pleasant to deal with, but God can help us by
granting us wisdom and strength and courage to face the future as we put our trust
in Him! Begin the New Year and each new day by thanking the LORD that He really
does exist and is ready and able to help us to enjoy His Blessings and Presence in our
lives!

In His Service, Blessings! Mary Mayko
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